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Note: You can instead select Currency (Custom) to specify the number of decimal places, how to
show negative values, the units, whether to include a prefix or suffix, and whether to include thousands
separators.

Aukamatic Decimal places: z :
Mumber {Standard)
Murmber (Cuskan) :

Megak lues; 1234 W
Zurrency (Standard | FOALVE valles |I: ) ||
Currency (Cuskom) .
Scientific Units: [Hone vl
Percentage
Cu=kanm Prefix | SuFfix: | % | | |

Include thousands separators

The same view now shows sales over time with sales formatted as dollars. Next let's format the date
axis to show a custom format such as Sunday 1/1 or Aug 19 instead of just August.

To specify a custom date format:

1. Right-click the date axis in the view and select Format.

P L v

Keep Only
Exciude

Rotate Label [!

v Show Header !

January
ST
hay

2. In the Format window notice that the Numbers area for Headers is inactive. That's because the
dates are being aggregated by Month, which doesn’t support date formatting. One alternative is
to aggregate using the All Values option. Select All Values on the date’s field menu.
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3. With the Format window still open, click the continuous date axis. The Format window updates to
the available formatting for that field.

4. You can specify a new date format using the Dates control in the Scale area of the Format
window. Choose from a variety of formats or create a custom format. The table below describes
the values you can use for custom date formats. For this example we'll use the format DDDD DD
so that it shows the Weekday and the Day.

Format Drder Date X ]
Pages ¥ | Columns IE Order Date
A=&8&H#0 Fields
mﬁ.xis r— | Rows A SUM(Sales) g
Default Filters - 100.000.00
Font: | Arial, Bpt v|
Shadig:[[ | V| $90,000.00
Marks -
Scale | Autornatic b Sanmm
Ticks: | W | —
Path: ]
Dates: | ‘Wednesday 14 V| Text: | | £70,000.00
=
Aligniment;
1933-10-18 # | Cuskar: | dddd dd
Title 18-0ck-33 B
Wednesday, Ockober 18, 1933
Font: | | Cckober 18, 1933
Wed, 13 October, 1933
18 Ockober, 1933
Ockober, 1933
1933 04
1933 W2

This custom date format will
show the Week day and the
Day (example: Monday 01).

Cuskorm

Product 1 - Cateqn
. Furniture
0 office Supplies
. Technalogy

Monday 01

e Y T e R N T R R
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The resulting view is shown below with the sales measure formatted as dollars and the date axis
showing the weekday and the day.

Sum of Sales

518,000.00 -
Tue
Sun
516,000.00 -
Do you know how I labeled
these marks with the
abbreviated week day?
£14,000.00 -
Tue
512,000.00 -
510,000.00 -
Fri
58,000.00 -
Thu
Mon
Sun
55,000.00 -
54,000.00 -
£2,000.00 |
! ! T ! T ! T ! T ! T ’ ' T !
Saturday 13 ‘Wednesday 17 Sunday 21 Thursday 25 Monday 29
Order Date
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Formatting distinct dates

In the previous example, the Date fields are aggregated to the All Values level, which creates a
continuous axis. But what if you wanted to keep the distinct headers and still use a custom date format?

For example, the view below shows the same view as before but this time it shows the sales for each
distinct Month, Day, and Year.

Columns v( MD¥{Order Date) ]"‘\
o - (SHEIEIIITD)

The Order Date field is

aggregated to the MDY level. Sl
SO0K
SBOK
STOK
w
o
m
@ SEOK -
[=]
E
@
SE0K
S40K
$30K
520K
S10K A ‘
Each Month/Day/Vear header
0K is actually just text so date L
formatting doesn’t apply to it. |
w Il.l'! ILI'.\ ILI'.\ Il.l'! ILI'.\ ILI'.\ Il.l'! ILI'.\ ILI'.\ Il.l'! Il.l'.\ ILI'.\ Il.l'! Il.l'.\ ILI'.\ Il.l'! Il.l'.\ ILI'.\ Il.l'! Il.l'.\
o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o oo o o o o o oo o oo
o T o N o Y o v v o o o s N s N o I v N o v o o s o N o o T v o o T o e N |
S O NN N NN NN N N NN N NN NN N N NN N NN NN N N N NN
‘—N'm'-:r'm':n'h'm'm'cn"—'m'm'ﬂ-'m'm'r-:u:\'cn'ga'g'g'a’g’ﬁ'gggg:‘—'
o = O T S o o o e e S S S
= =3 = = =3 = = =3 = o m m o m m o m m o m m o m m o m m o m m o E
cC = cC cC = cC cC = cC 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3
1] m m 1] m m 1] m m = (= (= = (= (= = (= (= = (= (= = = (= = = (= = = (= c =
e e T R T T e s e | m m m m m m m m m m m m m m m m m m m m m m L
b T B B e T e e T A e T S A T T A T T e T T SR T
2] >
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As we already learned, if you try to format this date the number formatting is not available. That's
because the M/D/YY date level is not actually a date, its just a bunch of text.

To format distinct dates:

1. On the field menu for the distinct date, select the Minimum aggregation.

Filter... b
RDWS—T Shiows Quick, Filker
Sark...
T Farmat. ..
120K | » show Header

S110K - Select the Minimum

Quarter aggregation for the date field.

S100K - Mankth
Day

[ ] ¥
SooK Mare

__,_._.—-—-—-_-—-—-—._._'
i Counk

80K M
Mairnurn
b

—

STO0K — Remove

@

2. Drag the Date field from the Data window to the Level of Detail shelf and select the distinct date
level you want. In this case select the M/D/YY level.

Level of Detail:
— Also put the date on the Level of
- Detail shelf, this time
Filter... aggregated to the M/D/YY level.
Showe Quick Filker
Sort...
Format. .. $1,500K -
all Yalues
& Year
Cuarter $1,000K -
Manth
Day
Week Nunber
Weekday
Counk
Mirirnurn PARM Y
Mazimum ( \
Wy T T T
® Discrete . __________,,f—'ﬂc'*.’ g = ]
Conkinuous =) =] =] =]
== == == ==
W W W W
Remove g o 2 2
& @ = g
[is] —

N S S T S =t i e iy et gt e i s
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3. Right-click the Date headers and select Format. In the Format window you can now specify a
custom date format or select from the list of common formats.

Format MIN{Order Date) X1 Poges )
AT SEA FQ Fields +

(Teader |pans Rows - [ SUM(Sales)
Doafauit Fikers = Min, Order Date
Font: | Arisd, Bpt b | 51206

Abgnment: | Aubomatic vl —
i " | Maks - S10K

Dates: ‘Wed Mar 14, 200 » [—Mk =
Shading:

1933-10-18 A Custom: | ddd mmm d, vy
Tokals 18-0ck-33 L
Wednesday, Ockober 18, 1933
Font: | |October 18, 1933
WWed, 18 October, 1953
18 Cckober, 1933
Algriment: | | octoher, 1933
1933 Q4
Label: | | 19a3waz

Now you have the same view
as before except you can now
apply custom date formatting.

Grand Tokals
Fonit: | Arial, Bpt R

W:|Ammc v:
Label: | Grand Total

MNow instead of M/D/VY this axis
shows the Weekday, Month,
Day, and Year.

Thu Jan
FriJan14,

Sal Jan

Fri Jan 21,
Wied Feb 2, 2005

Learn More

e | earn more about Formatting by searching for Formatting in the Tableau online help.

e Contact Tableau User Support at: (206) 633 3400 x2.
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