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Note: You can instead select Currency (Custom) to specify the number of decimal places, how to 
show negative values, the units, whether to include a prefix or suffix, and whether to include thousands 
separators.

Custom Date Formats
The same view now shows sales over time with sales formatted as dollars. Next let’s format the date 
axis to show a custom format such as Sunday 1/1 or Aug 19 instead of just August.

To specify a custom date format:

   Right-click the date axis in the view and select 1.	 Format.

In the Format window notice that the Numbers area for Headers is inactive. That’s because the2.	
dates are being aggregated by Month, which doesn’t support date formatting. One alternative is 
to aggregate using the All Values option. Select All Values on the date’s field menu.
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With the Format window still open, click the continuous date axis. The Format window updates to 3.	
the available formatting for that field.

You can specify a new date format using the Dates control in the Scale area of the Format 4.	
window. Choose from a variety of formats or create a custom format. The table below describes 
the values you can use for custom date formats. For this example we’ll use the format DDDD DD 
so that it shows the Weekday and the Day.
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The resulting view is shown below with the sales measure formatted as dollars and the date axis 
showing the weekday and the day.



Page 6
Copyright © 2003-2008 Tableau Software, Incorporated and its licensors.  All rights reserved.  Patents pending. 

Formatting distinct dates
In the previous example, the Date fields are aggregated to the All Values level, which creates a 
continuous axis. But what if you wanted to keep the distinct headers and still use a custom date format? 
For example, the view below shows the same view as before but this time it shows the sales for each 
distinct Month, Day, and Year.
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As we already learned, if you try to format this date the number formatting is not available. That’s 
because the M/D/YY date level is not actually a date, its just a bunch of text.

To format distinct dates:

   On the field menu for the distinct date, select the 1.	 Minimum aggregation.

Drag the Date field from the Data window to the Level of Detail shelf and select the distinct date 2.	
level you want. In this case select the M/D/YY level.
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Learn More

	• Learn more about Formatting by searching for Formatting in the Tableau online help.

	 • Contact Tableau User Support at: (206) 633 3400 x2.

Right-click the Date headers and select Format. In the Format window you can now specify a 3.	
custom date format or select from the list of common formats.


