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Tableau 5.0 Release Themes

Weôve developed more than 60 new features across four themes, all

designed to let you better ask and answer questions of your data: 

Å Active views & dashboards: find and explore data

Å Authoring rich experiences: create guided analytic workflows

Å New data options: broad and deep data access, anywhere 

Å Server scalability & performance: enterprise-ready collaboration



All rights reserved. © 2009 Tableau Software Inc.

Find Out More

Other ways to learn about Tableau 5.0: 

Å Online at www.tableausoftware.com/newfeatures

Å Whatôs New web seminars: 

sign up at www.tableausoftware.com/tableau-5-resources

Å New training videos- all updated

Å Active dashboards white paper

Å Updated product tour

http://www.tableausoftware.com/newfeatures
http://www.tableausoftware.com/tableau-5-resources
http://www.tableausoftware.com/tableau-5-resources
http://www.tableausoftware.com/tableau-5-resources
http://www.tableausoftware.com/tableau-5-resources
http://www.tableausoftware.com/tableau-5-resources
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Feedback from Beta Customers

ñWhen I highlight the product category in one legend it highlights that category in 

both worksheets, allowing us to rapidly see how mix varies across the regions

and how itôs changed over 5 years. ò

ïChris Fort, Mannington Mills Inc. 

ñWe greatly appreciate everyone's hard-work and creativity on the server product!  

The server is the pivotal vehicle for our KPI deployment across the Cornell 

campus and you're helping us deploy a better product for Deans, VPs, and 

Business Officers.ò 

ïCindy Sadlacek, Cornell University
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Active Views & Dashboards
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Active Views and Dashboards

These features keep the attention where it should be: in rich and interactive

views of data. They help you find and tell the stories in your data. 

New features in Tableau 5.0: 

Å Make selections pop with new visual selection model

Å Highlight and filter related data (called brushing and linking 

in academic research)

Å New highlighting and filtering features enable you to find and explore 

relationships across data sources

These features work with only a few clicks, no development needed
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Make Selected Data Pop

What's this? 

A new visual selection model  

now makes your data pop, 

making it easy for you to find 

and explore data. 

Whatôs happening? 

Youôve selected several points 

of interest for the last three 

years. Those are highlighted 

and the other marks fade back.

Why is it important? 

As youôre exploring your data, 

the software makes it 

abundantly clear where you 

are. By isolating the selected 

marks you can more easily 

recognize patterns and focus 

on related data. 
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Highlight in Dashboards

What's this?  

This lets you easily discover 

related data in different views, 

so you can identify 

relationships and trends.

Whatôs happening? 

Select data in any view. 

Because Salesperson 

highlighting is activated, data 

related to that Salesperson 

(Nelson Zenarosa) is 

highlighted in each pane of the 

dashboard.

Why is it important? 

You can now answer questions 

like, ñHow is Nelson performing 

relative to the rest of the 

team?ò (bottom left), or ñWhich 

accounts are Nelsonôs and 

how large are they?ò  (bottom 

right).  
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Filter in Dashboards

What's this?  

This automatically selects the 

data in each view that is 

related to the selection in the 

master view. 

Whatôs happening? 

Here, the top view is set as the 

filter. When you select a 

salesperson (Nelson), the 

views below automatically filter 

Sales to Date and Accounts to 

Nelsonôs data. 

Why is it important? 

With only a couple of clicks, 

the user can browse through 

large data sets. Filtering 

becomes part of the 

exploration process, not a 

separate event. This is useful 

when there is a lot of data and 

it is better to filter rather than 

highlight data.
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Highlight Data Points Across Views

What's this?  

This automatically highlights 

the same data points across 

different views. 

Whatôs happening? 

When you select one or more 

data points in the top pane, 

Tableau automatically 

highlights the associated data 

points in the pane below. 

Why is it important? 

It allows you to see, for 

instance, that the orders with 

the highest revenue amount 

did not tend to have the 

highest discounts.  Hence, 

heavy discounting is not 

needed to bring in large 

orders. 
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Highlight Across Views by Category

Whatôs this? 

This feature lets you 

automatically highlight a 

category across multiple views 

when you turn on highlighting. 

Whatôs happening? 

When you select the Western 

territory in the view for 2008, 

that territory is highlighted in 

the bar charts for 2007 and 

2008 also. 

Why is it important? 

It allows the user to see, for 

instance, that the Western 

territory has made a lot of 

ground in the manufacturing 

and automotive industries, but 

that retail is shrinking. 
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Highlight Across Data Sources

Whatôs this? 

Because your data isnôt always 

in just one place, highlighting 

and filtering works across data 

sources. 

Whatôs happening? 

You're working with a 

dashboard that uses data from 

three different data sources. 

You can highlight by store, 

state, or another category.

Why is it important? 

Finding related data is often 

most valuable when you're 

working across data sources. 

This feature lets you link views 

of data and find trends that 

would otherwise be hidden.
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Highlight Date Trends

Whatôs this? 

With one click, you can 

highlight across multiple views 

that show time or date. 

Whatôs happening? 

You're working with a 

dashboard that uses data from 

three different data sources. 

You can highlight by store, 

state, or another category.

Why is it important? 

Finding related data is often 

most valuable when you're 

working across data sources. 

This feature lets you link views 

of data and find trends that 

would otherwise be hidden.
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One-Click Highlighting

What's this?  

This feature lets you highlight 

across categories with a single 

click. 

Whatôs happening? 

Youôve clicked on the 

highlighting menu and chose to 

highlight all views by 

opportunity owner. 

Why is it important? 

Highlighting is a powerful tool 

that lets you explore data by 

linking perspectives across 

views. With Tableau, you can 

enable this with a single click, 

so you get all the power of 

highlighting without needed to 

do any programming or 

custom work.  
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New Quick Filter and Dashboard Styles

What's this? 

The background on quick 

filters has changed to white 

and the titles on dashboards 

have been reformatted. 

Whatôs happening? 

Youôve created a dashboard 

with one view, a quick filter, 

and a legend. The background 

on the quick filters is white and 

the title is a light grey that 

keeps the focus on the data.

Why is it important? 

By making quick filters and 

titles blend into dashboards 

better, the focus stays on your 

data and you can visually 

analyze it without distraction. 
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Authoring Rich Experiences
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Authoring Rich Experiences

These features let you guide your users through an analysis and allow greater

control over the visualization.

New authoring features include: 

Å Manage your data: use powerful new filters, including relative dates

Å Create guided analytic workflows: design links, highlights and filters to 

create custom workflows

Å Customize views: change Quick Filter and legend titles, customize tooltips 

and add parameters to titles and captions to present exactly the right view

Å Create dual axes charts: show related data on dual axes

These features work with only a few clicks, no development needed.
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Relative Date Filters

What's this?  

This feature lets you apply 

date filters for time periods by 

dates relative to now.

Whatôs happening? 

Youôre filtering by date, but 

selecting relative time periods 

rather than absolute dates. 

Tableau keeps your views up 

to date as time passes and 

you add new data. 

Why is it important? 

Viewing the last six months or 

six weeks of data is a common 

need. Now those views stay up 

to date automatically when you 

set a relative date range. 
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One-Click Relative Date Filters

What's this?  

This feature lets you apply 

date filters simply by clicking 

on that time period in the 

Quick Filter.

Whatôs happening? 

Youôre filtering by date: in the 

top dialogue, youôve chosen to 

see this stock data for the last 

6 months. 

Why is it important? 

This allows you to easily 

browse periods to see how 

your data is changing. As 

always, this is available with 

just a clickïno programming 

and no customization required. 
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Search Within Filter

What's this?  

This feature lets you search 

within a multiple single value 

quick filter list for any string.

Whatôs happening? 

In the first example, youôre 

searching a large product list 

to find all products that include 

ñCyclingò without searching for 

them individually. By the time 

youôve typed the first five 

letters, youôre found three 

options. 

Why is it important? 

This allows you to search and 

filter quickly in large data sets 

and to do ad-hoc filtering. 
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Wildcard Match in Filter

What's this?  

This feature lets you search for 

a string without showing the 

entire filter.

Whatôs happening? 

Youôre viewing stimulus project 

proposals for airports and are 

interested in airfields, as 

opposed to terminals or 

infrastructure. You select a 

pattern match filter and enter 

ñairfieldò to see all the 

programs with that term. 

Why is it important? 

This allows you to search and 

filter quickly in large data sets. 

You  can perform free-text 

searches, like in this example. 

You can also find families of 

records easily: for example, all 

sales records for ñToyota 

Motor co,ò ñToyota Parts,ò etc.
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Add a Compact Filter

What's this?  

Filter to one of several options 

with a small control. 

Whatôs happening? 

Youôve chosen to filter on 

Region, but you only want to 

select one at a time. Hereô 

youôve selected MidWest to 

see all the programs in that 

region. 

Why is it important? 

This gives you control over the 

filtering behavior of your view, 

as well as the aesthetics. You 

may want to chose a compact 

list over a single-value list to 

save space and make the view 

more appealing.

This control also works for 

single-select attributes in 

cubes. 


